Welcome ®ACK

Dear Parents,
OUR 5th GRADE JOURNEY begins!

I'd like to welcome you and your child to the start of the new school year. We are
going to have a busy and productive 5t Grade, filled with exciting learning
activities, social events, and so much more.

COMMUNICATION is very important for a successful year! Throughout the
year, I will keep you informed of our classroom plans, your child’s progress, and
the learning activities that we do. These are the main ways I use to communicate
with parents:

1. Class Dojo — Announcements, class activities, and parent messaging. Please
check Dojo often for information and communication.

2. Class Website (http://ouryear.us) — Curriculum information, parent
resources, student expectations, and Gradebook are on our class website.
Activities, Art and STEM projects pictures will also be shared with parents and to
keep our precious memories of the 5t grade year.

3. Weekly Learning Schedule - Sent home at beginning of each week
showing the skills and activities we will be working on in class each subject, due
dates for projects, and class events. The Learning Schedule is also available on our
class website for you to view.

4. Class Newsletter — Published at the end of each month to share with
parents the activities we did during the month and upcoming events.

We are going to have a great Journey!

Thank you for your support.
Toan Pham, 5" Grade

Back to School Night
July 30t ~ §:30-7:00pm
Please save the date and join us for Rio Calaveras’ Back to

School Night beginning with a Parent Meeting at 5:00pm
and attend ONE of our Class presentations afterward.

5:30 — Informational Parent Meeting in cafeteria
6:00 — Class Presentation Session 1 OR
_ 6:30 — Class Presentation Session 2
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—“Grow... Week of: August 4-8, 2025
T geTher Aligned to 5" Grade Common Core Standards (CCSS), Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS), & California History Social Sciences Standards (CHSS)

Reading ELA Benchmark: Review & Routines
g Literature Study: “The Top 10 Ways to Ruin the First Day of 5! Grade” by Ken Derby

Language Review W1: Synonyms, Conjunctions, Homophones — Spelling: Long a sounds

Speaking & Listening | “All About Me” Assignment (Due: August 18)

iReady Math 5 Grade Skills Review R i W'E'I'[:ﬂmﬂ_

Science Scientific Method - Tools for Investigation ) - omm———
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Social Studies State Report #1: State Facts 1-Pager Sf oTe

STEM Project Sun Dial Project

Art Appreciation Elements of Art

Class Website: : . .

https//OurClass.us E-mail: toanpham@stocktonusd.net - Messaging: ClassDojo

Dear Parents,
OUR 5th GRADE JOURNEY begins!

I'd like to welcome you and your child to the start of the new school year. We are going to
have a busy and productive 5™ Grade, filled with exciting learning activities, social events,
and so much more.

COMMUNICATION is very important for a successful year! Throughout the year, I will keep you
informed of our classroom plans, your child’s progress, and the learning activities that we do. These are
the main ways I use to communicate with parents:

1. Class Dojo — This is Rio Calaveras’ main method of communication for announcements, school
functions, class activities, and messaging. Please check Dojo often

2. Class Website (https://OurClass.us) — Curriculum information, parent resources, student
expectations, and Gradebook are on our class website. Activities, Art, and STEM pictures will also be
shared with parents and to keep precious memories of our 5% grade year.

3. Weekly Learning Schedule - Sent home at beginning of each week showing the skills and
activities we will be working on in class each subject, due dates for projects, and class events. The
Learning Schedule is also available on our class website for you to view.

4. Class Newsletter — Published at the end of each month to share with parents the activities we

did during the month and upcoming events. Thank you for your support

/Back to School Night 2025

A BIG THANK YOU to the Parents and Students that came to Rio
Calaveras’ “Back to School Night” last week. It was wonderful to meet all
of you and to share information about our 5™ grade year and all the
activities that will make this a successful and memorable year!

For those parents that cannot come, the Back-to-School Presentation  +
and information are available on our class website for you to view.
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Week of: August 11-15, 2025

& California History Social Sciences Standards
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WEEKLY LEARNING SCHEDULE

T gether: Aligned to 5" Grade Common Core Standards, Next Generation Science Standards,

Benchmark Reading i-Ready Fall Diagnostic Assessment

Literature Study

“The Top 10 Ways to Ruin the First Day of 51 Grade” by Ken Derby

Speaking & Listening

“All About Me” Assignment (Presentations begin August 18)

Language Practice

W2: Synonyms, Commas, Prepositions, Word Meanings — Spelling: Long e sounds

i-Ready Math i-Ready Fall Diagnostic Assessment
STEM Project Popsicle Stick Catapults
Science Scientific Method - Tools for Investigation

Social Studies

State Report #1: State Facts 1-Pager (Due August 22)

Art Appreciation Elements of Art
gtlt;?//vovs?éggs us E-mail: toanpham@stocktonusd.net - Messaging: ClassDojo

5t Grade Responsibility

L his year, 5" Grade expectations are for students to be more
independent and be responsible for their education. 5t Grade students
must learn to he ACCOUNTABLE for what assignments they have,
how to do them, and when are the due dates.

As parents, continue to encourage and support your child at home,
but PLEASE try not to come to their rescue at the first sign of trouble.
Learning from mistakes and accepting consequences are valuable
lessons that will help your child tremendously in the future as they
continue on to higher grades.

For a few students, this process will be slow, and at times, | will ask
you to step in. But for the most part, we need to encourage them to make
good decisions and help them understand that there are consequences
that come with not making good choices or not following directions.

This is very important for students to be ready for the rigors of middle
school and beyond. THANK YOU for your understanding and support.

i-Ready Diagnostic Assessments

.

"A!

A great big THANK YOU to
Families who have donated
classroom supplies to our class:

- Olivia F’s Family

- Nicholo’s Family

- Mila’s Family

- Kingston’s Family

Please go to the “Wish-List” page
on our Class Website for the list
of items we need. Thank you.
OurClass.us

i-Ready Fall Testing for 5" Graders begins on Monday, August 11 and continues through
the week. The students will be tested in Math and Reading. i-Ready is a computerized
adaptive test which helps teachers, parents, and administrators improve learning for all
students and make informed decisions to promote the students’ academic growth.

Please have your child encourage your child to try his/her best on these assessments.
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WEEKLY LEARNING SCHEDULE

""Grow Week of: August 18-22, 2025
T gether: Aligned to 5" Grade Common Core Standards, Next Generation Science Standards,
& California History Social Sciences Standards

Benchmark Reading

i-Ready Assessments
Make up

Unit 1: U.S. Constitution, Then and Now
Essential Question: Why do laws continue to evolve?
Target Skills: Main Ideas & Details, Text Structures, Compare & Contrast

Literature Study “The Top 10 Ways to Ruin the First Day of 51 Grade” by Ken Derby

Speaking & Listening | “All About Me” Project

i-Ready Math U1-Lesson 1: Understand Volume _ Bl
Science Scientific Method - Tools for Investigation F ‘;}-TQ 1y ]
Social Studies State Report #1: State Flags and Posters ; [
Art Appreciation Portrait Distortions |

STEM Project

Marshmallow Towers

Homework (~45 mins.)

Daily Language Practice, iReady Pathway (10 mins/day), AR (20-30 mins/day)

Communication

Class Website: OurClass.us
E-mail: toanpham@stocktonusd.net, Texting & Messages: ClassDojo
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PBIS Guidelines to help us to be
iy good citizens and good students.
We also practice the 5 P's of Learning: Be PREPARED

fter 2 full weeks of school, 2025-2026
we are getting to know each other (>
and learning how we need to behave Art Schedule
in class as students. We use the August: Elements of Art Jan & Feb: Watercolors

September & October:
Tempera/Acrylic Paint

March: Perspectives
April: Charcoal

: Nov. & Dec.: Oil Pastels May: Digital Art
for class, PARTICIPATE actively, have a POSITIVE
attitude, treat others POLITELY, and follow class \
PROCEDURES. With these guidelines, | strongly believe th
that students will learn effectively in an environment 5 Grade
which is conducive to the teaching and learning process. - .”_: ’ Curriculum
Be Safe, Responsible, and Respectful. We are starting our 5 Grade Curriculum this week
,»;ifﬂ which consists of Benchmark Reading, iReady Math,

«w\

&

“\x

A great big THANK YOU to Families who have
donated supplies and necessities to our class:

Kailani’s Family - Kamron’s Family
Melodie’s Family — Mila’s Family

Please go to the “Wish-List”
page on our Class Website
for the list of items we need.

Thank you.

Next Generation Science, and Studies Weekly Social
Studies. It is a challenging curriculum and will require
students to be focused in class and finish ALL
assignments well in order to be successful.

Please set a consistent bedtime for your child
(8:30-9:30 range) so he/she would not be tired at
school. Start the day with a good breakfast and provide
a place and time to do their homework every day. Good
Attendance is also a very important factor for your
child's success.

Thank you so much for your support. &
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WEEKLY LEARNING SCHEDULE

Week of: August 25-29, 2025
Aligned to 5 Grade Common Core Standards, Next Generation Science Standards,
& California History Social Sciences Standards

Benchmark Reading

Unit 1: U.S. Constitution, Then and Now
Essential Question: Why do laws continue to evolve?
Target Skills: Main Ideas & Details, Text Structures, Compare & Contrast

Literature Study “The Top 10 Ways to Ruin the First Day of 51 Grade” by Ken Derby

Writing Journals, Newsletter Writing

Speaking & Listening | “Turn & Talk”, Class Discussions & ]
i-Ready Math U1-Lesson 1: Understand Volume . ]
Science Scientific Method - Tools for Investigation DAUN | o
Social Studies State Report #1: State Flags and Posters oUTUL .
STEM Balloon Cars a .
Art Appreciation Color Wheel ]

Upcoming Events

Thursday: Picture Day — September 2: Labor Day - NO SCHOOL

Communication Class Website: OurClass.us

E-mail: toanpham@stocktonusd.net, Texting & Messages: ClassDojo

Accelerated Reader

AR is a computer program that helps
teachers manage and monitor children’s
independent reading practice.

After taking the STAR test and getting a point goal for
the Trimester, your child picks a book at his/her own level
and reads it at their own pace. When finished, your child
takes a short quiz on the computer. Passing the quiz is an
indication that your child understood what was read.
5t Grade students are expected to read at least 20-30
minutes on their own. AR Reading is an assigned
homework for every day.

Please make sure your child has a quiet place and time
to read their AR minutes. Thank you.

IS lomesverk

Homework is assigned Monday-Thursday. Students are to
complete the homework and have it in class the next day.
Homework Schedule (about 40-50 minutes):

» Skills Practice (language/reading/math/science)

* iReady Math & Reading Pathways (40 minutes a week)

* AR Reading (20-30 minutes a day)

Please set aside homework time for your child in the afternoon
and help him/her to be responsible and accountable.

Library Books

We are fortunate that Rio Calaveras
has a Library full of wonderful books
for students to read to expand their
knowledge. Please help me in reminding
your child that it's very important to take
good care of the library books entrusted to them, not
thrown on the floor or somewhere that the books can
become dirty or torn. Overdue or lost library books will incur
fines and your child cannot use the library resources until
the books are returned or paid.

With your child’s being responsible and your help, we
will always have books from the library to enjoy. Thank you.
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donated supplies and necessities to our class:
- Story’s Family — Brooklyn’s Family

Please go to the “Wish-List”

page on our Class Website

for the list of items we need.
L Thank you.
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